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MOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES AND 

PRIORITIES BRIEFING SUMMARY 

On 23rd January 2020, ADS hosted an industry briefing on the Science and Technology (S&T) and 

Research and Development (R&D) priorities of the Ministry of Defence (MOD), bringing together the 

efforts of different departments. Led by Andy Wright and Nick Joad of the Defence Suppliers Forum 

(DSF) Research, Technology and Innovation Group (RTIG), the morning gave those present an 

update of the priorities and efforts within the MOD and across government as well as the opportunity 

to raise some of the concerns to their businesses. 

The session was opened with a quick overview setting the theme of swift, insightful presentations on 

specific areas followed by an in-depth discussion following all of the presentations.  

Lisa Hole, Head of Industrial Policy – Directorate of Economic Security and Prosperity, gave the first 

presentation on Defence Industrial Policy and Prosperity. Outlining the progression of strategy from 

the 2010 SDSR through the 2017 Defence Industrial Policy and to the Dunne Review 2018 has led to 

four work strands (as updated to parliament on 14th March 2019): 

• Embedding prosperity into policy, processes and culture – updating MOD’s internal 

understanding of prosperity. 

• Quantifying the Defence Contribution to the UK economy – creation of JEDHUB by UK DSC 

and MOD to allow the sector to quantify the impact of the sector to the treasury. 

• Sustaining and internationally competitive and productive defence sector for the UK – 

leveraging government investment to the maximum 

• Growing exports and inward investment – growing cross government efforts. 

On the prosperity agenda, there are two areas the MOD is reviewing; 1) during initial consultation 2) 

in commercial negotiations.  

David Sherburn, Defence and Security Industrial Strategy (DSIS) S&T lead, took the stage to 

summarise the upcoming DSIS. The DSIS ambition is to bring stability to the UK pipeline and 

transparent Industry relationships. S&T is included in all areas of DSIS with a focus on looking for 

cross cutting themes and opportunities. STEM skills, emerging and disruptive technologies, 

Operational Advantage & Freedom of Action and Technology Protection are all included in the scope. 

Exploiting government S&T, leveraging civilian S&T and encouraging industry investment will all be 

explored. Recognising the importance of S&T within DSIS, there was acknowledgement from industry 

and Government that more engagement between the two in this area would be greatly beneficial. 

Going forwards, initial segments are expected to be returned on 10th February with industry 

engagement in February before being presented to ministers in March. 

Nick Joad, Director DST, continued with an overview of the Defence Technology Framework (DTF) 

which is providing the S&T priority areas for the DSIS. The capability planning team are mapping the 

DTF against the S&T capability framework, with the output expected to play a major part in the 

Integrated Defence, Security and Foreign Policy Review. The S&T strategy will aim to answer big 

questions around current vs. future requirements and the role of conventional deterrence, automation 

and exquisite tech. 

Following on from the discussions from the different departments in the MOD, Dr Daniel Smith, Joint 

Head of Business Engagement – UK Research and Innovation, updated on the Delivery Plan and 

Business Engagement from the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). The 

vision from the EPSRC is to make the UK the best in Research and Innovation and ensure the world 

leading research continues across a wide breadth of subjects from materials to mathematics. They 

are looking to address the huge challenge of increasing R&D spend to 2.4% across the economy. The 

priority framework is to: 
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• Deliver economic impact and social prosperity 

• Release the potential of engineering and physical sciences 

• Enable the engineering and physical sciences sectors to deliver 

The Council are looking to find disciplines applicable to multiple sectors to collate government funding 

to maximise the progress of, for example, Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Security, etc. 

Continuing the theme of other governmental agencies, Ian Brotherston, Head of Public Sector 

Innovation Strategy – Innovate UK, gave the final presentation. The delivery plan for Innovate UK is to 

deliver economic and social impact across the UK through supporting innovative businesses and 

research in emerging industries. There is an Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund to try and address 4 

major societal challenges: ageing society, AI and data economy, future of mobility and clean growth. 

The catapult network aims to bridge the gap between academic and industrial R&D. 

Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN) is a network partner of Innovate UK with the aim of helping 

companies find partners for research through a number of communities of interest, outreach and 

engagement mechanisms. Innovate UK also run the Small Business Research Initiative, a problem 

solving procurement agency. The section for defence is the Defence and Security Accelerator 

(DASA). 

After the conclusion of the final presentation, an open and honest discussion followed with industry 

members giving views on the issues being faced by industry. Using this feedback, Andy Wright and 

Nick Joad presented 7 tasks that were going to be taken forward. These were: 

1. Repeat the engagement event in 6 months looking to involve the front line commands and 

also reflect on how the current debate has matured as decisions and plans are agreed. 

2. Develop thinking around skills and other groups, taking an S&T view (possible link into wider 

DSF). 

3. Explore diversity of commercial approach into DTIB and look to feed into DSF. 

4. Opportunity to review industry and other government department priorities against Defence 

Technology Framework 

5. Need to develop a “picture” of how this system works, particularly from MoD point of view. 

6. Explore what Innovate UK are doing with regulators with a view to moving forward on Trusted 

Autonomy and link to CMI&I aspects. 

7. Explore routes to sharing of MOD scenarios and therefore issues / challenges with a smaller, 

more defence focused (and therefore security cleared) group. 

ADS fully supports the tasks highlighted and looks forward to seeing the progress made against 

these, through the RTIG, ADS’s own Defence R&T Forum (DRTF), as well as bespoke activities 

where it’s required. The idea of repeating the meeting in 6 months’ time is welcomed to allow further 

industry engagement on the key R&T issues, measure progress on the action plan above, and ADS 

looks forward to hosting. 


