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Please see below for an update on the latest developments. We will send a further update 

next week as the political situation becomes clearer over the weekend. 

 

A DEAL WITH THE EU - WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 

• A deal agreed – A deal on the terms of the UK’s exit from the EU was agreed by the EU 

and UK negotiating teams. This was then approved unanimously by EU leaders yesterday 

evening. The new deal now needs to be passed by Parliament and the Government has 

begun the process of canvassing support from MPs in advance of a meaningful vote on 

the agreement tomorrow (Saturday 19 October).  

 

• What has changed from the last deal? – The main changes to the Withdrawal 

Agreement relate to Northern Ireland. For businesses that means operating as part of the 

UK customs and VAT territory but aligned to the EU’s Union Customs Code for many 

goods in our sectors, with EU tariffs applied at ports of entry. Businesses in Northern 

Ireland would have access to UK-agreed Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) and preferential 

tariff rates, however, the means to access these rates would be administratively 

burdensome and a potential strain on cash flow to many businesses. 

 

• Regulatory alignment – Some changes have also been made to the Political Declaration, 

the non-legally binding text which outlines the EU and UK’s intentions for their future 

relationship. ADS has been concerned that the Government is intending to diverge from 

EU regulations, particularly in the fields of aviation safety and chemical regulations.  

 

In the revised Political Declaration: 

 

• The areas affecting the defence, security and space sectors remain the same.  

• The references to the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the European 

Chemicals Agency (ECHA) also remain the same. 

• However, the following line has been removed from the Political Declaration: “the 

United Kingdom will consider aligning with Union rules in relevant areas.” 

• This is concerning, because unlike under the previous Government, ADS has not 

received assurances from Government on the UK seeking to retain membership 

of EASA.  

• ADS has also not had specific guarantees on its intention to participate in REACH, 

the chemical regulations programme. 

 

Useful resources on Brexit 
 



• ADS Brexit Hub – Your guide through the current state of play on Brexit  

• CBI No Deal Preparations Hub 

• Government Brexit Readiness page 

https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/industry-issues/brexit-hub/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/industry-issues/brexit-hub/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/no-deal-preparations-hub/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/no-deal-preparations-hub/
https://www.gov.uk/brexit
https://www.gov.uk/brexit

