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As we enter an important few weeks in Brexit negotiations, please see below for an update 

on the latest developments and things to look out for next week. 

 

Headlines  
 

• Negotiations update – after a week of discussions between 10 Downing Street and the 

EU, the Prime Minister and Irish Taoiseach held a private meeting yesterday which 

appeared to change the tone of negotiations as it culminated in a joint statement saying 

the two sides could ‘see a pathway to a possible deal’. Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay 

is in Brussels today to meet with EU officials to scope out whether further negotiations in 

a Withdrawal Agreement will take place. The contention centres on the Northern Irish 

border and what regulatory check will take place where. At the time of writing, the 

indications from Brussels were that intensive negotiations would resume in the run up to 

next week’s EU Council. 

 

• Regulatory divergence – ADS and wider manufacturers have repeatedly sought 

clarification and reassurance from the Government that they will not seek to diverge from 

EU regulations when negotiating the future relationship particularly regarding membership 

of agencies such as EASA. The Government have yet to provide industry with further 

assurances on potential regulatory divergence. ADS have therefore written to the 

Government to emphasise the benefits of continued participation in EU regulatory 

agencies and programmes, such as the EASA and REACH, the EU’s chemicals regulation 

programme. These are essential to frictionless trade and sustaining our ability to compete 

in international markets. ADS Chief Executive appeared on the BBC Radio 4 Today 

Programme this morning. You can listen back here where Paul is on from 2.36:40. 

 

• Brexit preparedness webinar – ADS hosted a webinar this week with the HMRC, the 

Border Delivery Group and export control civil servants to assist members on the practical 

steps they may wish to take to prepare for Brexit. This is part of a Government drive to 

share information to businesses on leaving the EU. If members have further questions on 

preparing for leaving the EU, they are encouraged to get in contact with Alex Green in the 

ADS Membership Team. 

 

 

Lookahead to next week 
 

• The next week is expected to be politically busy. With the UK and EU agreeing today to 

intensify discussions in the coming days, we should know within the next few days 

whether both parties can agree to an updated Withdrawal Agreement. 
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• The Queen’s Speech will take place next Monday 14 October, where she will outline 

the priorities of the current Government in the next Parliamentary session. The last 

Parliamentary session began over two years ago after the 2017 General Election.  

• On 17 and 18 October, the European Council will convene, by which we will know 

whether a deal is in touching distance. 

• Parliament will convene on Saturday 19 October for its first Saturday sitting since the 

Falklands War. The Prime Minister will make a statement on the status of Brexit 

negotiations. 

• ADS will be keeping members up to date with any developments over the coming week 

and will continuously update the Brexit Hub to help members prepare for Brexit.  

 

Useful resources on Brexit 
 

• ADS Brexit Hub – Your guide through the current state of play on Brexit  

• CBI No Deal Preparations Hub 

• Government Brexit Readiness page 
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