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BREXIT Q&A  

 
What does this mean for the UK Aerospace sector?  

As global production rates of commercial aircraft continue to rise, UK companies are playing a critical 

role in this success, and we are investing in productivity improvements to make sure that we continue 

to compete in international markets.  

The UK aerospace sector is seeing the real benefits delivered by a strong partnership between 

industry and Government.  

In December the UK Government announced a new Aerospace Sector Deal to help make the UK 

home to the next generation of aerospace technologies, demonstrating the continued commitment to 

growing the aerospace industry in the UK. 

 

How big is the UK Aerospace sector?  

The UK is home to one of the three biggest aerospace sectors in the world. 

Our aerospace industry has grown by more than one third since 2012 and is now worth £35bn a year, 

including £30bn in annual exports, and employs over 120,000 people.  

We offer our customers the best modern technology, capability and innovation, founded on extensive 

heritage and experience. 

 

How will a No Deal Brexit affect the Aerospace sector?  

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, EASA and the CAA have put in place measures to ensure 

that: 

• UK-based safety certifications will continue to be recognised in the EU;  

• EU-based safety certifications will continue to recognised in the UK; and  

• UK-based companies can gain 3rd-country approvals from EASA after the UK leaves. 

In addition, the UK has put in place bilateral aviation safety arrangements with the US, Canada and 

Brazil, and has written to all other National Aviation Authorities to ensure continuity. 

 

Will UK companies still be compliant with EU regulations? 

UK companies have been able to apply to EASA for third country maintenance and production 

approvals since 2 October 2018. EASA has then issued appropriate certification which will become 

active in the event of a No Deal Brexit and allow those companies to keep putting products on the 

market perform maintenance work. 

 

Will I have to do anything differently to operate in the UK?  

The UK will be taking up its legal state of design responsibilities under ICAO in the event of a hard 

Brexit. UK companies designing aeronautical products should apply to the CAA for Design 

Organisations Approvals (unless they have already transferred design work to a place of business in 

the EU27). Certificates currently issued by the CAA will remain valid in the UK. 
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Will I continue to have access to the chemicals I need?  

ECHA will not recognise authorisations or registrations made in the UK once we leave the EU. 

Therefore companies will need to check with their supplier that they will be doing what is necessary to 

maintain supply. ECHA has put out information on how suppliers can do this, including nominating an 

EEA OR, or relocating their business to the EEA. 

 

What impact would it have on my business if the Withdrawal Agreement is passed? 

The Withdrawal Agreement commences a ‘status quo’ transition phase, lasting until 31 December 

2020, and would come into force on 22 May if passed. During this we would have left the EU, but 

would be considered a member in all practical respects for businesses, including for regulatory and 

customs purposes. 


