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A quick summary of what has been happening this week on Brexit. 
 

Headlines  
 

• Fallout from Brexit extension continues. EU leaders have this week been urging the UK to not 
waste time on finding a Brexit solution. 
  

• Focus shifts to European Parliament elections. Parties have begun selecting candidates, Nigel 
Farage launched his Brexit Party and The Independent Group becomes a party. 

 

• MPs return to Westminster next week. Brexit will be back in the headlines after the Easter break 
with the focus returning to whether the Government and Labour can agree a way forward.  

 

Summary 
 
This Week  
 

• The European Parliament hosted its final plenary session before MEP elections take place next 
month. European Council President Donald Tusk and European Commission President Jean 
Claude Junker urged the UK to find a workable solution and not to waste time in relation to the 
October extension to Article 50. 
 

• Mr Tusk said that “they [the UK] will have to decide what they want by October, you cannot drag 
out Brexit for a decade." He also confirmed that if the UK elects MEPs that they will be treated as 
“full members of the European Parliament”.  

 

• Talks have been continuing at a technical level between the Government and the Labour Party, 
while Parliament is away during Easter recess, but there is no sign of a breakthrough. 

 
EU Elections loom 
 

• As attention moves to the European Parliament elections on 23 May, runners and riders have been 
readying themselves for the campaign ahead. 

 

• Nigel Farage launched his new Brexit Party which is aiming to stand a full slate of 73 candidates 
and are actively preparing for a General Election. Other than the desire to leave the EU there are 
no other stated policies or aims. 
  

• The Independent Group, home to 11 former Labour and Conservative MPs, has officially been 
registered as a political party. The party is called ‘Change UK – The Independent Group’ and they 
have received over 3,000 applications from individuals wanting to stand as candidates. 

 

• Initial polling which includes these two new political parties has been published. It shows both the 
Conservatives and Labour falling behind the new Brexit Party. Since its formal launch, YouGov 
polling has reported a 12-point jump for Nigel Farage’s new party. 

 

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/04/17/brexit-party-leading-eu-parliament-polls?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=website_article&utm_campaign=EU_parl_VI_16_Apr_2019
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/04/17/brexit-party-leading-eu-parliament-polls?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=website_article&utm_campaign=EU_parl_VI_16_Apr_2019


 
 

Ahead to next week 
 

• Parliament will return from Easter recess on Tuesday and focus will be back on whether a solution 
can be found in Westminster to move the Brexit process forward.  

  

• We may find out whether any progress has been made in the discussions between Labour and the 
Government. Labour has accused the Government of “dithering” in the talks so far, but Foreign 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt said the talks with Labour had been "more constructive than people thought" 
but "we don't know if they are going to work". 

 

• A timeline for reaching a conclusion in the talks has not been set out. The Prime Minister has stated 
her desire to find a solution that would avoid the UK holing European Parliament elections. To 
achieve this aim, time is running out should an agreement with Labour not be forthcoming and for 
the Government to hold its own indicative votes. 

 

• There is a sense in Westminster that the European Parliament elections will inevitably take place. 
Local elections on 2 May could also play into the timeline as both parties will be nervous of any 
backlash from a breakdown in talks affecting those results. 

 
ADS Brexit Hub  

 
We are regularly updating the “Brexit Hub” on our website to help members preparing for Brexit, cutting 
through the political noise, and providing a single authoritative source of information on the impact of 
Brexit on the Aerospace, Defence, Security and Space sectors.  

 
You can access the Hub here to guide you through the current state of play on Brexit.  
 

• Each Brexit Bulletin and Snapshot will now be uploaded to the Brexit Hub each week to give you 
and your colleagues quick access to the most recent ADS analysis on Brexit.  
 

https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/industry-issues/brexit-hub/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/industry-issues/brexit-hub/


• Further to this, in order to help our members prepare for Brexit; our “Brexit Readiness” 
questionnaire is available to help you in developing your Brexit plan. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/01/ADS-Brexit-Self-Assessment-Questionnaire-June-2018.pdf
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/01/ADS-Brexit-Self-Assessment-Questionnaire-June-2018.pdf

