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Headlines  
 

• May’s latest defeat raises questions on sustainability of any Commons majority. Backbench 

Brexiteers abstained on the motion to rule out a No Deal Brexit, raising questions in Brussels as to 

Whether the PM can deliver a sustainable majority in the Commons on Brexit.  

   

• Despite business concerns, MPs remain focused on process rather than outcomes. A cross-

party group of backbench MPs will use the next set of votes on 27 February to force the Government 

to rule out a No Deal Brexit. 

 

• Further guidance for business published. The Government has published advice this week on 

guidance for the chemicals sector and specific advice for the space sector.   

 

 
 

This Week 

The Prime Minister delivered a Statement to the House of Commons   

• On Tuesday 12 February the Prime Minister delivered a statement to Parliament to update on 

progress with Brexit.  

 

• She confirmed that the Government will bring forward another meaningful vote when it has achieved 

the progress it needs to make, but did not outline a timetable for this.  

 

• She added that if the Government has not secured a majority in the Commons for the Withdrawal 

Agreement and Political Declaration by the 26 February, she will table an amendable motion for a 

vote on the 27 February.  

 

MPs reject Prime Minister’s Brexit plan 

• Last night, MPs rejected the Government’s motion for next steps. The European Reform Group 

(ERG), made up of Brexiteer backbench Conservative MPs, abstained on the motion. 

• The motion reiterated the instruction from the House of Commons to go back to Brussels to agree 

alternative arrangements to the backstop, but also adopted the Spelman amendment that passed 

in January, which rejected a No Deal Brexit.  

• Amendments put down by the Labour Party and the Scottish Nationalist Party were also rejected: 

- Labour amendment:  Forced a meaningful vote before the end of February, and if the UK 

and EU cannot reach a deal the Government must promise a further amendable motion on 

how it plans to proceed.  

 

- SNP amendment: Called for an extension of Article 50 by at least three months.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-chemicals-sector-and-preparing-for-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-space-sector-and-preparing-for-eu-exit


• Anna Soubry also tabled an amendment to force the government to publish its most recent 

assessment on the implications of No Deal for business and trade. The amendment had large cross-

party support but was withdrawn. It’s likely that she will bring the amendment back on the 27 

February when the government comes back to the House of Commons to once again vote on next 

steps.   

Government publishes advice to businesses  

 

• Advice  has been published this week by the government on  specific advice for businesses in the 

space sector, which you can read here. 

 

• The government has also published guidance for the chemicals sector to help prepare businesses 

for preparing for the UK’s departure from the EU, which you can read here.  

 

• Also a reminder that last week BEIS published specific advice for aerospace businesses which you 

can read here.  

 

Next Steps  

What does this mean?  

• This vote was always going to have little outcomes with MPs being more focused on parliamentary 

procedure then on real outcomes.  

 

• The PM will be taking stock of her Conservative Party, trying to balance the wants from her 

backbench MPs on the Irish backstop, whilst also trying to secure a majority on the Withdrawal 

Agreement.  

 

• The frustration in Parliament is palpable as all parties are seemingly trying to find a solution but the 

ERG continues to block any further progress or agreement, making a No Deal Brexit even more 

likely.  

 

PM will assess next steps  

• The PM will now have to assess her next steps to secure a majority on the Withdrawal Agreement. 

European leaders will see the defeat last night as another sign that she can’t command her own 

party within Parliament.  

 

• Pressure may come from the EU for the PM to now work with the Labour Party, which is pushing 

for a customs union, to be able to get her deal over the line before the end of March. 

 

• The PM will be reluctant to make a deal with the Labour Party as she will still be balancing her own 

backbenchers and would likely lose votes from within her own party.  

 

What next?  

• The UK and EU negotiating teams will continue to meet to see if there can be any agreed changes 

to the Political Declaration. Juncker and May will then meet at the end of February to take stock of 

the discussions held by their teams.  

 

• Earlier this week in a Statement to the House of Commons, the Prime Minister promised that if no 

progress had been made on the Withdrawal Agreement and the Political Declaration by the 26 

February, she would table another amendable motion for the 27 February.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-space-sector-and-preparing-for-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-chemicals-sector-and-preparing-for-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-aerospace-sector-and-preparing-for-eu-exit#regulation-and-standards
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-aerospace-sector-and-preparing-for-eu-exit


 

Next crunch deadline – 27 February  

• The vote on the 27 February is expected to be much more important than the vote that happened 

last night. With a month to go before the UK leaves the EU on the 29 March, parliamentarians will 

be keen to make real progress.  

 

• By this point, Juncker and May would have met and it’s possible that progress would have been 

made at the high-level to start gaining wider parliamentary support.  

 

• Amendments will be key on the 27 February with parliamentarians wanting to force the PMs hand 

if no real progress has been made. Earlier this week, Labour MP Yvette Cooper and Conservative 

MP Sir Oliver Letwin outlined their amendment to block a No Deal Brexit.  

 

• The Cooper-Letwin amendment would give the PM until 13 March to get a deal through parliament, 

if the PM has not got a deal through by then, MPs would either have to agree a No Deal Brexit, or 

would have to vote to require the PM to seek an extension of Article 50.   

 

No Deal remains on the table  

• No Deal stills remains a real threat for businesses with the next vote being just a month before the 

UK leaves the EU.  

 

• ADS has outlined some actions to consider now to help your business prepare for Brexit: 

- Ensure any EU27 citizens you employ have applied for the EU Settlement Scheme. 

- If you have any EASA certifications, apply for third-country approvals with EASA as soon 

as possible. 

- Ensure you have an EORI number and can submit customs declarations with EU trade. 

- Talk to your bank now about addressing potential cash flow or working capital problems. 

- Work with customers so that you can continue to comply with contractual terms (i.e. data 

protection, guaranteed delivery times or nationality restrictions on sensitive contracts)  

 

ADS Brexit Hub  
 

We are regularly updating the “Brexit Hub” on our website to help members preparing for Brexit, cutting 

through the political noise, and providing a single authoritative source of information on the impact of 

Brexit on the Aerospace, Defence, Security and Space sectors.  

 

You can access the Hub here to guide you through the current state of play on Brexit.  

 

• We have published a series of blogs this week on Brexit to help you and your businesses 

understand next steps for Brexit: 

- HMRC business readiness for no-deal  

- Will Parliament vote for a Brexit agreement in time? 

- EU Aviation safety regulation for a no-deal Brexit 

 

• Each Brexit Bulletin and Snapshot will now be uploaded to the Brexit Hub each week to give you 

and your colleagues quick access to the most recent ADS analysis on Brexit.  

 

Further to this, in order to help our members prepare for Brexit; our “Brexit Readiness” 
questionnaire is available to help you in developing your Brexit plan. 

https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/industry-issues/brexit-hub/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/blog/brexit/hmrc-communications-update-business-readiness-for-no-deal/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/blog/brexit/will-parliament-vote-for-a-brexit-agreement-in-time/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/blog/eu-aviation-safety-regulation-for-a-no-deal-brexit/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/industry-issues/brexit-hub/
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/01/ADS-Brexit-Self-Assessment-Questionnaire-June-2018.pdf
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/01/ADS-Brexit-Self-Assessment-Questionnaire-June-2018.pdf

